
Chapter 15: Hate Crimes, Mass Murder, Terrorism, and Homeland Security    439

sponsor of terrorism; however, in 2015 the U.S. government removed Cuba from that 
list.62 Dissident terrorism involves terrorist activities committed by rebellious groups 
against the government. In some instances, these terrorist acts are committed for power, 
wealth, and control; some are used to obtain independence. Religious terrorism involves 
terrorist acts legitimized by religious dogma. Terrorism motivated by religious philosophy 
has been the predominant form for the past several decades.63 It is essential to stress that 
religious terrorism should not be associated with just the Muslim religion. For instance, 
American Christian white supremacists have engaged in various terrorist acts based on 
their faith and hatred for groups such as African-Americans and Jews. Criminal terrorism 
involves engaging in criminal activity for profits, as in the drug cartels in Mexico, for 
example. Traditional organized crime enterprises, such as the Italian Mafia, profit from 
criminal activity for personal gain; criminal-political enterprises, such as Sri Lanka’s 
Tamil Tigers, profit from criminal activity to sustain the movement.64

Extent of Terrorism

A major resource to understanding the extent of terrorism is the Global Terrorism Index 
(GTI). This is a wide-ranging study that collects information on terrorism from 162 
countries. In their 2015 report, GTI reported that terrorist activity increased by 80% in 
2014. The number of deaths from terrorism in 2013 were 18,111; in 2014, this number 
increased to 32,681. Currently, the deadliest terrorist group in the world is Boko Haram. 
While deaths attributed to ISIL were 6,073, there were 6,644 deaths attributed to Boko 
Haram. Terrorist activity is highly concentrated; five countries accounted for 78% of 
deaths: Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Syria (see Figure 15.2).

• The number of private citizens killed due to terrorist attacks increased by 172%
from 2013 to 2014.

• Terrorist attacks on religious targets declined by 11% in 2014.

• Two groups are responsible for half the deaths from terrorism: Boko Haram and
ISIL. Fifty-one percent of terrorist deaths attributed to a terrorist group were
perpetrated by Boko Haram and ISIL.

• Nigeria experienced the largest increase in deaths from terrorism in 2014. Two
of the five deadliest terrorist groups in 2014 are from Nigeria: Boko Haram and
the Fulani militants.

DEFINITIONS OF TERRORISM

1. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA): “Terrorism is the use of force or violence against
persons or property in violation of the criminal laws of the United States for purposes of intimidation,
coercion, or ransom.”57

2. U.S. State Department: Terrorism “means premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated
against non-combatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents”58

3. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI): Terrorism is defined as “the unlawful use of force or violence
against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any
segment thereof in furtherance of political or social objectives.”59

4. Department of Defense: Terrorism is “the unlawful use of violence or threat of violence, often motivated
by religious, political, or other ideological beliefs, to instill fear and coerce governments or societies in
pursuit of goals that are usually political.”60

Definitions of Terrorism by Four U.S. Government Agencies
TABLE 15.3

dissident terrorism: 
involves terrorist activities 
against the government 
that are committed by 
rebellious groups.

religious terrorism: 
motivated by engaging 
in terrorist acts that are 
legitimized by religious 
dogma.

criminal terrorism: 
terrorism motivated by 
engaging in criminal 
activity for profit, such 
as in the drug cartels in 
Mexico.




